l6                       GLADSTONE
recommended him to his father, the Duke of New-
castle, and he took his seat in the first reformed
Parliament as member for the Duke's borough of
Newark. One cannot but deplore this fact. Like
his mentor Peel, the virtuous Harrow boy, who
was also a double first at Christ Church, Glad-
stone got into the House before he had ever had
time to tfo'nk, How much time and trouble
might not both Gladstone and Peel have saved
themselves had they had to knock about -the
world a bit first, like the young Disraeli! Still,
the rather backward young man of twenty-three
could not behave quite correctly when standing
for a ducal seat. His addresses were perfectly
sound on the Union of the Church and State and
" the defence in particular of our Irish establish-
ment.5* But the Duke was much startled by a
passage about "labour receiving adequate re-
muneration, which unhappily among several
classes of our countrymen is not now the case/'
Gladstone had early formed his lifelong habit of
sticking pins into his supporters. Further, al-
though in this address he had, while desiderating
proper Church instruction for the West India
slaves, opposed emancipation till this instruction
had fitted them for liberty, his father would never
permit him to go and study his Jamaica planta-
tions on the spot. Evidently he had seen from
the start that there was something nofoquite safe
about his wonderful William.
Once in the House, Gladstone "went all